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RECREATION COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
November 20, 2025, 7:30PM
GARABRANT CENTER, 4 WILSON ST., MENDHAM NJ

In Attendance: Dianne Ackerman, Tim McChesney, Rob D’Urso, Ned Panfile, Kevin Lanahan, Pat McChesney

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Recreation Committee is December 18th. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS
a. Mountain View Middle School Baseball Team Presentation
i. The Mountain View Middle School Baseball Team presented a project proposal for revamping and painting the dugouts at Borough Park in the spring of 2026. They discussed the current state of the dugouts as being a dull color and in need of repainting. DPW superintendent, Pete Hafemesiter, suggested partnering with the team to assist in supplying paint and cleaning materials to the team. 
ii. The Mendham Recreation Committee approved support for the Mountain View Middle School Baseball Team Dugout Project at Borough Park. The plan was unanimously approved by the committee.
1. Motion to approve: Tim McChesney
2. Second: Dianne Ackerman
3. Ayes: Unanimous
b. Winterizing Tennis Courts and Bathrooms Discussion
i. Winterizing bathrooms and tennis courts were discussed with DPW Superintendent. Rationale for closing bathrooms between November 1 – April 15 is due protecting the pipes in cold weather. Committee agrees and suggests in addition to signs being added to the buildings, that a Nixle be sent out to remind residents of opening and closing dates of the bathrooms. 
ii. DPW Superintendent, and the committee, agree that the goal is to keep tennis courts open through the Thanksgiving Holiday. However, if there are unexpectedly cold weather events, it is agreed that the courts may need to be closed earlier to preserve the longevity of equipment. The committee agrees that both bathrooms and tennis courts opening and closing should be decided at the discretion of the DPW Superintendent.  
c. Pastime Field Discussion
i. The Committee began discussions about ideas for the current Pastime Field Park. Groups have expressed interest in using the space for baseball or soccer. Other suggestions of adding a pickleball court or turning the field into a dog park were suggested. One concern the Committee expressed is the potential increase in traffic on Valley Way. Further discussion is needed prior to making a recommendation. 
d. Holly Trail 2025
i. Holly Trail is scheduled for Saturday, December 6th. The Mendham Borough Recreation Department will be hosting Photos with Santa at the Phoenix House from 11:00 AM – 3:30 PM. Following, high school carolers will perform at 4:00 PM at the Gazebo, and Santa will arrive on the Fire Truck around 4:30 PM for the lighting of the Christmas tree. 
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